
Visit our web site at    http://www.ptarmiganskiclub.org 
A non-profit organization founded in 1947 and dedicated to the promotion of all facets of  

skiing and other winter sports and activities for the education and enjoyment of its members. 

Ptarmigan Ski Club       NEWSLETTER 

Jul/Aug 2011 
PO Box 965 Allentown, PA 18105-0965 

Calendar of Events - Post In a Visible Location: 

Happy Hour: Contact Bill Ortner, 5:30pm Every Friday 
General Meetings are now at Christopher’s – Knights of Columbus 
Volleyball – Every Tue 6 pm – Opposite Rose Gardens, Allentown 
------------- July ------------------------------ -------------- -------------- 
Phillies vs Padres:  Tom Weiser Sun Jul 24 
------------- August -------------------------- -------------- -------------- 
Iron Pigs Game: Ray Cope Sat 6 pm Aug 13 
Kayak/Canoe: Catherine Chrapacz Sat 10 am Aug 13 
Farina’s Picnic: Jim & Lori Farina Sat 2 pm Aug 20 
------------- September --------------------- -------------- -------------- 
General Meeting: Christopher’s KoC Tue 7 pm Sep 13 
General Meeting: Christopher’s KoC Tue 7 pm Sep 27 
------------- October ------------------------- -------------- -------------- 
Pig Roast: Bill Ortner Sat 2 pm Oct 1 
General Meeting: Christopher’s KoC Tue 7 pm Oct 11 
General Meeting: KoC – Sub & Movie Tue 7 pm Oct 25 
------------- November ---------------------- -------------- -------------- 
Winter Expo Wed Nov 2 
General Meeting: Christopher’s KoC Tue 7 pm Nov 8 
------------- December ---------------------- -------------- -------------- 
General Meeting: Christopher’s KoC Tue 7 pm Dec 13 
------------- January ------------------------- -------------- -------------- 
Ski Party Blue Mt. Tue 7 pm Jan 10 
Ski Trip Steamboat: East Pa Ski Con Sat Jan 21 Sat Jan 28 
Ski Trip Crested Butte: Donna Westgate Sat Jan 21 Sat Jan 28 
Ski Trip St. Anton, Aus: Curt Johnston Fri Jan 27 Mon Feb 6 
Ski Trip Beaver Creek: Mark Baechle Sat Jan 28 Sat Feb 4 
------------- February ------------------------ -------------- -------------- 
General Meeting: Christopher’s KoC Tue 7 pm Feb 14 
Ski Trip Beaver Creek: Curt Johnston Sun Feb 26 Sun Mar 4 
------------- March ---------------------------- -------------- -------------- 
General Meeting: Christopher’s KoC Tue 7 pm Mar 13 
------------- April ------------------------------ -------------- -------------- 
Spring Banquet West Coplay Man’chor Sat Apr 21 

Fresh Tracks  
Greetings flock, 
Spring Fling – done.  Summer Picnic – done.  Comment 
from Jeannie Weiser the other night, “Just think, only 5 
more months until ski season!” – right on!  For those of you 
not paying attention, those comments can only mean one 
thing: we’re in the thick of summer. 
I trust all of you are enjoying this “other” season to it’s 
fullest.  I’ve heard several stories about beach trips, road 
rallies, golf outings, and other summer fun from several of 
you… and am in the midst of enjoying several awesome 
activities of my own.  Aside from the lack of snow, the cold 
temps, and the hum of the chairlift, I guess this summer 
isn’t that bad (although I really do agree with Jeannie!). 
Fear not though… I, and the rest of the Board, am keeping 
you and the Club in mind even in the middle of summer.  
We’re finalizing programs for the upcoming season, and 
actively planning a few of the popular events for your 
enjoyment as the season rolls along.   
Make sure to check-out the important dates section of the 
Newsletter so you can plan ahead, and keep an eye on the 
email account… updated information will be coming out as 
we get closer to our September meeting.  Many of the Trip 
Fliers will be out, too, in this issue with a couple more to 
come in season.  This edition is a little light, but hey… 
we’ve got to unwind, too! 
One last thing: keep in mind we’re actively searching for 
Board Members and Officers for the 2012/2013 Board; we 
want your help!  All positions are available, and we’re going 
to push hard this year to get some extra help. The Board is 
doing a GREAT job and wants you to be a part of it! 
Enjoy the rest of your summer. September will be here 
soon - close to first turns of the season – WOO HOO!) 
Waiting Patiently, Brian Nuss, President Ptarmigan Ski Club 

Phillies vs Padres – Sun Jul 24th 
Join fellow EPSC members and volunteer for the Phillies 
"Red Goes Green" initiative - recycling efforts by collecting 
recyclable during Phillies home games. 
Sunday July 24, Phillies vs. Padres.  Sunday games start 
around 1:00 pm. All volunteers must be at the Citizen's 
Bank Park about an hour and a half before game time. 

EPSC & ski clubs will be recognized/announced at game. 
Contact: Tom Weiser weiser@ptd.net by Sun June 26th. 
Tom & Jeanne Weiser participated three years ago and had 
a wonderful time. Click below for more information. 
http://philadelphia.phillies.mlb.com/phi/community/red_goes
_green.jsp 

Fri Aug 5th 5 pm Musikfest - Plaza Tropical 
Ptarmigan members volunteer serving beer and wine. We 
hope to see you there. Stop by for Happy Hour. 
Iron Pigs Game – Sat Aug 13th 6 pm 
Ray Cope’s Iron Pigs Game. See Attached Flyer 
Kayak/Canoe – Sat Aug 13th 10 am 
On the Delaware - Catherine Chrapacz. See Details Below. 
Farina’s Summer Picnic – Sat Aug 20th 2 pm 
Jim & Lori Farina’s Summer Picnic. See Attached Flyer 



2011/2012 Ski Season – Trips Summary 
 
------------------------- January --------------------------- 
Steamboat, Co 
• Sat Jan 21st – Sat Jan 28th 2012 
• $ TBD   Click EPSC Winter Carnival for more details 
• Eastern Pa Ski Council Winter Carnival 
• Contact Dave Schoneker 215-822-2129 

DSchoneker@aol.com  
 
Crested Butte, Co 
• Sat Jan 21st – Sat Jan 28th 2012 
• $1280 pp 2br Condo or $1295 pp Grand Lodge 
• 7 Nights Lodging 
• 5 day Ski Pass 
• Contact: Donna Westgate 610-774-4914 

dwestgate@pplweb.com 
 
St. Anton, Austria 
• Fri Jan 27th – Mon Feb 6th 2012 
• $2035 pp dbl/occ 
• 7 Nights Hotel Alpina (3 star) includes daily Bkfst & 

Dinner (unlimited wine during dinner) 
• 2 Nights in Munich, Kings Hotel (4 star) inc Bkfst 
• Contact: Curt Johnston 610-868- 4750 

hugdabear@verizon.net  
 
Beaver Creek, Co 
• Sat Jan 28th – Sat Feb 4th 2012 
• $1299 
• 7 Night Ski-In Condos 
• 5 of 8 day Lift at Beaver, Vail, Breck, Keystone & Arap 
• Contact: Mark Baechle 610-820-9699 markt@ptd.net 

 
------------------------- February -------------------------- 
Beaver Creek, Co 
• Sun Feb 26th – Sun Mar4th 2012 
• $1445 pp dbl/occ Pines Lodge Luxury Resort 
• $1485 pp per bed room, 3 bd rm Condo or Townhouse 
• 5 of 7 Vail Resorts Lift Pass - $325 or 6 of 8 $360 
• Contact: Curt Johnston 610-868-4750 

hugdabear@ptd.net  

Ptarmigan Begins Their 2011/2012 Season 
Our Fiscal Year is from May 1, 2011 to Apr 30, 2012 

Your 2011/2012 Season Dues are due now. 

Renew Early and Get the Discount! 
Renewal May 1st to Oct 31st  $16/Single, $26 Family  
Renewal Nov 1st to Apr 30th $20/Single, $30/Family 
 (Please Renew Early – And Get The Discount) 
 
If you fail to renew by Oct 31st, you will no longer receive 
the full Newsletter, just a shortened version with a reminder 
to renew. 
 
New Members $20/Single, $30/Family 

Special Offer: New Memberships received anytime 
during this season are valid until Apr 30, 2013. Past 
Members not Eligible for this Offer. 
Encourage others to join and let them know about this 
special offer. 

 
See Membership Application (next to last page) for details. 

Machu Picchu and Galapagos Apr/May 2012 
 
Emily Bradley is running a trip to Machu Picchu and the 
Galapagos Islands 4/30/2012 – 5/15/2012. A link to a video 
of the trip is included below. I still have a few spaces open. 
Contact Emily at 610-349-3882 or bradleye@ptd.net 
http://www.brainshark.com/vantagetravel/bradley_group   

General Meeting Programs 2011/2012 
Sep 13 Welcome Back, Trips, Social Night 
Sep 27 Mike Weiss - Equipment Trends and Gear  
Oct 11 Mary Pavitt - Elements of Fear: Skiing Related 
Oct 25 Sub & Movie Night 
Nov 18 Picture/Video Night 
Dec 13 Game Night 
Jan 10 Ski Party & Meeting at Blue Mountain 
Feb 14 Wildland Conservancy 
Mar 13 Elections, Season Recap and Social Night 

Is the Club headed for trouble? 

By: Bill Ortner, Editor, Past President and Board Member 

As you should know by now, Brian will not be running for 
President next year. On Behalf of the Board Directors, we 
thank Brian for six extraordinary years of service. Dave 
Schnitzler, VP and heir apparent, has gotten married and 
moved out of the Valley. Again, the Board thanks Dave for 
his service and wishes him well. But now we have a serious 
problem – none of the current Officers and Board is in a 
position to run for President next year. 

We need someone to step forward, preferably a previous 
Officer or Board Member who is familiar with how the club 
operates; or if not, anyone willing to become a Board 
Member NOW, with aspirations to run for President next 
year, and learn the ropes before running. 

All efforts to recruit someone so far have not been 
successful. The Board has, and will continue to recruit; and 
we have even had serious discussion on how to run the 
club without a President – an ugly prospect! 

The Board is determined to hold the club together, and will; 
but we need a President to function properly. Please 
consider stepping forward or at least help us convince 
someone to run. 



LEARN-TO-SKI MONTH TO CONTINUE IN 2012 
Ski clubs that used the ski industry’s Learn to Ski and 
Snowboard month of January program for discounted ski 
lessons for prospective members to learn to ski or for your 
skiers to learn to snowboard already realize the advantages 
of the industry’s program that will continue next January. 
 Learn To Ski and Snowboard Month is supported by ski 
resorts, retailers, and more than 4 million dollars worth of 
publicity with the slogan, “Humans were never meant to 
hibernate.” That slogan seems to fit America’s ski club 
mindset. 

NATIONAL SKIER DAYS UP SLIGHTLY 
The National Ski Areas Association (NSAA) has announced 
that U.S. resorts had 60.1 million skier visits last season -- 
an increase of 0.6 percent from the prior year and the 
second-best season in the history of the U.S. ski industry.  
Colorado had the largest share of the market with 20.4 
percent of annual visits.  California had 12.1 percent; 
Vermont, 7.1 percent; New York, 6.9 percent; Utah rounded 
out the top five states with 6.8 percent of the market.  In 
addition, the seven Ski Lake Tahoe ski resorts are reporting 
an increase in skier visitation numbers to 3.6 million skier-
days -- their second best total ever!  

Kayaking/Canoeing Sat Aug 13th 
Ptarmington Ski Members: 
I would like to invite anyone that would be interested in 
Kayaking/Canoeing down the Delaware, Poconos. The date 
is 8/13/2011, time 10:00 AM, time is flexible.    
The cost is: 
$49.25/pp  Kayaking        $41.87/PP  >10 PEOPLE 
$45.05/pp  Canoeing        $39.50/PP  >10 PEOPLE 
The paddling times are: 6 miles 2-2.5 hrs; or 10 miles 3-4 
hrs.  Everyone will be able to choose to stop at their leisure. 
I need only committed individuals, due to the timing of 
event.  It is a beatiful scenic ride. 
I didnt make a reservation, but will be going either way.  So 
if only a few are interested, the trip is on. Please respond 
ASAP.    
Thx and hope to see everyone "row, row, row your boat" 
down the Delaware.  
Catherine Chrapacz 610-435-8253  katyataz@yahoo.com  

Ptarmigan Summer Picnic July 9th at Rich Kline’s 
 

   
 

         



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 





 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Please complete this entire form including the date and your signature.  Checks should be made payable to PTARMIGAN 
SKI CLUB.  Once completed, send form with payment and a self addressed stamped envelope to: Kris Yerry, 5702 Shows 
Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017. Otherwise, you can pick-up your card(s) at our monthly meetings. 
(If you supply an email address, please use UPPERCASE to avoid errors.)
Last Name: ___________________________________ 
Spouse: ___________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ 
Phone: ___________________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________ 

First Name: ___________________________________ 
Children: ___________________________________ 
City:  ___________________________________ 
State:  ______________  Zip: _______________ 
Sponsored By: ________________________________

Membership Dues (for our fiscal year May 1, 2011 to Apr 30, 2012): 
Renewal May 1, 2011 to Oct 31, 2011 - $16/Single, $26 Family New Members $20/Single, $30/Family (Special Offer: New  
Renewal Nov 1, 2011 to Apr 30, 2012 - $20/Single, $30/Family Memberships received anytime during this  
 (Please Renew Early – And Get The Discount) season are valid until Apr 30, 2013. Past 
  Members not Eligible for this Offer) 

Acknowledgement of Responsibility / Release of Liability: 

The Ptarmigan Ski Club is a year-round sports and social club providing a variety of activities for its members.  Participation in these activities 
can involve risk and personal injury.  I fully accept and understand these risks and voluntarily assume all risks either known or not readily 
foreseeable.  I agree not to hold the Ptarmigan Ski Club, its officers, board members, or any volunteers, liable for any accident or injury 
resulting from my participation in any club activity. 

Signature: ______________________________ Date: ______________ 
Signature: ______________________________ Date: ______________ 

Note: Adult member is responsible for each named minor.  Each adult must sign. 
 

Preferred Newsletter Format: □ Email (PDF File) □ Hard Copy (via US Mail)  
 
Demographic Information: 

Sex:  □ Male □ Female Age: ________ 

Marital Status: □ Single □ Married □ Divorced □ Other 
 
Social Capital:    ______________________________________________ 

                                       (i.e.: what you bring with you and who you are – florist, plumber, kennel, etc) 
 

How often do you ski each year? 

□ < 10 times          □ 10-20 times          □ 20-30 times          □ > 30 times 
 
Where do you like to ski? 

□ Locally          □ New England          □ Western US          □ Canada          □ Europe □ Other _____________ 
 
Additional activities you’re interested in: 

□ Downhill Skiing 

□ Cross Country Skiing 

□ Snowboarding 

□ Racing (competitive/fun) 

□ Rollerblading 

□ Week-long Trips 

□ Midweek Trips 

□ Weekend Trips 

□ Bus Trips 

□ Picnics 

□ Boating 

□ Hiking 

□ Biking 

□ Volleyball 

□ Happy Hour 

□ Golf 

□ Other: ____________ 

 
Activities I will help with: 
□ Membership  

□ Newsletter 

□ Programs 

□ Publicity/Advertising 

□ Special Olympics 

□ Organizing Trips 

□ Summer Picnics 

□ Banquet/Parties 

□ Hospitality 

□ Website  

□ Other: __________

PTARMIGN SKI CLUB - 2011/2012 Season - Membership Application

Visit us online at http://www.ptarmiganskiclub.org and Facebook 



 
 

PTARMIGAN SKI CLUB 
PO BOX 965 
ALLENTOWN, PA 18105-0965 

Dated Material - Please Expedite

PTARMIGAN SKI CLUB CONTACTS 

President Brian Nuss 610-807-3580 powder-hound@verizon.net 
Vice President, Ski Jeanne Weiser 610-965-4087 weiser@ptd.net 
Treasurer Mary Ann Bedics 610-868-8008 maryannbedics@rcn.com 
Membership Secretary Kris Yerry 610-837-0917 krisyerry@rcn.com 

Officers 
 

Recording Secretary Barb Stephens 610-462-6001 bstephensrealtor@aol.com 
Past President Bill Ortner 610-799-2549 wortner@att.net 
Elected Victoria Perity 610-737-3178 vperity@mac.com 
Elected Bob Clark 610-282-4387 bgclark@epix.net 
Elected Gail Clark 610-282-4387 bgclark@epix.net 
Appointed Gordon Yerry 610-837-0917 gyerry15@rcn.com 
Appointed Kathy Seufert 610-262-0896 kathyhm@rcn.com  

Board 
Members 

 
 
 

Appointed Emily Bradley 610-349-3882 bradleye@ptd.net 
Newsletter Editor Bill Ortner 610-799-2549 wortner@att.net 
Webmaster Victoria Perity 610-737-3178 vperity@mac.com 
ASIA Instructors Brian Nuss 610-807-3580 powder-hound@verizon.net 
Advertising Curt Johnston 610-868-4750 hugdebear@verizon.net 
Blue Mt. Vouchers Dale Gogel 610-767-1546 dalego@aol.com 
Bear Creek Donna Westgate 610-433-0494 dwestgate@pplweb.com 
     

Committees 
and 

Contributors 
 

    
Amateur Ski Instructors Assn. Brian Nuss 610-807-3580 powder-hound@verizon.net 
Eastern PA Ski Council Tom Weiser 610-965-4087 weiser@ptd.net 

Club 
Affiliations 

Special Olympics Dale Gogel 610-767-1546 dalego@aol.com 
 


